Goodreads Clone
A Saperium Internship Program 2021 Project

Supervisor:
Mark Robert Aldecimo
Mentor:
Lobertson Ranin
Intern:
Claudette Joy Celoso

Goodreads Clone User Manual
About
For the Saperium Internship Program 2021, I have decided to base my mini app project on
Goodreads. Goodreads is a website that allows users to browse its collection of books and
reviews. Users could also create reading lists, form groups, and create discussion posts to
interact with other users.
My project is a full-stack application built using Angular and Bootstrap 5 for the front-end,
NodeJS and Express for the back-end, MySQL and Redis for the data stores, and socket.IO for
real-time web. Given the limited time to create it, I have only kept some of the essential features
of the website which will be discussed in the next section.

Features
a. Homepage (for non-logged in users)
The website can be accessed at http://goodreads.projects.saperium.com/. Upon visiting it, you
will see books in the homepage (Fig. 1) and you could already access some features. However,
it is recommended to create an account to gain access to all features like adding books, writing
reviews and comments, and discussing books and other topics in forums. For non-logged in
users, only three buttons are available in the navigation bar: the “Home,” “Browse,” and
“Forums” buttons (“Sign up” and “Login” buttons are not counted).

Figure 1. Homepage (for non-logged in users)

b. Sign Up
By clicking the “Sign Up” button at the upper right corner of the homepage (Fig. 2), you will be
redirected to the sign up page (Fig. 3).

Figure 2. “Sign Up” button

Figure 3. Sign up page
Only the fields “Username,” “Email address,” and “Password” are required in the form, and the
first two must be unique for every user. Note that the “Choose File” field which was intended to
be used to upload a profile photo is not functional. File uploads were not implemented anymore
due to lack of time.
After filling out the form, click the “Sign up” button in the lower right corner of the form to
successfully create an account. If there were no errors encountered, you will be automatically
logged in.
c. Login
If you have already created an account but have been logged out, you may login by clicking the
“Login” button at the upper right corner of the homepage (Fig. 4). Doing this will redirect you to
the login page (Fig. 5).

Figure 4. “Login” button

Figure 5. Login page
You may either enter your username or email address, together with your password, for your
login credentials. After that, click the “Login” button on the lower right corner of the form to login.
d. Homepage (for logged in users)
A difference between the homepage for non-logged in users (Fig. 1) and for logged in users
(Fig. 6) is the navigation bar. Aside from the three buttons mentioned in (a), the “Profile” button
is available for logged in users, and the “Sign Up” and “Login” buttons have been replaced with
a “Logout” button. In addition, an “Add book” button is now present just above the “Browse”
section. The purpose of this button will be discussed in (e).

Figure 6. Homepage (for logged in users)
e. Books

i.

Browse all books

Users may browse books in two views: in list view or in gallery view (Fig. 7). Books in both views
are displayed by genre.

Figure 7. Viewing options for books
The default view is the list view which displays the following information about a book: its title,
author, and average rating. A maximum of three books is displayed per genre; if there are more
than three books under a specific genre, a “View more” button is displayed on the lower right
corner of the books listing in that genre (Fig. 8).

Figure 8. List view for all books example
On the other hand, the gallery view only displays book covers, but you may also see the book
title when you hover over the book cover image. A maximum of six books is displayed per
genre; if there are more than six books under a specific genre, a “View more” button is displayed
on the lower right corner of the books listing in that genre (Fig. 9).

Figure 9. Gallery view for all books example (the mouse was hovered over the third book which
is why its title has been displayed)
For both views, only four genres are shown per page. To navigate to other pages to see books
under other genres, users may use the pagination below the books listing (Fig. 10).

Figure 10. Pagination
ii.

Browse books by genre

Users may also filter books by genre (Fig. 11). This can be done by clicking any of the following:
(1) genre header, (2) “View more” button, or (3) genre name in the “Browse” menu.

Figure 11. Buttons to filter books by genre
Filtering books by genre could also be done by using the “Browse” button in the navigation bar,
but only four genres are clickable there (Fig. 12).

Figure 12. “Browse” button
By using any of the aforementioned ways to filter books, you will be redirected to the page
displaying books only in that genre. There are still viewing options, but they display different
amounts of books per page. For the list view, a maximum of six books is displayed and for the
gallery view, a maximum of twelve books is displayed.
iii.

Search books

To search for books, simply type its title or author, or a substring of it, in the search option in the
navigation bar (Fig. 13). After typing your search query, you may press “Enter” on your keyboard
or click the magnifying glass button beside the search bar to submit your query.

Figure 13. Search option for books
Once your search query has been submitted, all books that have a title or author containing the
search query will be displayed (Fig. 14).

Figure 14. Search results for the search query “the” for books
iv.

Add a book

To add a book, click the “Add book” button in the homepage, located above the “Browse”
section (Fig. 15). Clicking this will open a full screen modal containing form fields that you have
to fill out (Fig. 16). Note that the “Choose File” button for the “Book cover” field is not functional
either. As stated in (b), file uploads were not implemented anymore due to lack of time. After
filling out the form, click the “Submit” button on the lower right corner of the form.

Figure 15. “Add book” button

Figure 16. Add book form
v.

View a book

Clicking a book in the books listing will redirect you to its details page (Fig. 17). This page
displays important information about a book like description, genre tags, and reviews. Genre
tags are clickable and once clicked, it will redirect you to the page displaying books only in that
genre.

Figure 17. Book details example
vi.

Delete a book

Users could only delete a book if they are the one who added it. To delete a book, go to the
book details page of the book that you want to delete and click the “Delete book” button in the
upper right corner (Fig. 18). After that, a success modal will appear to inform you that the book
was successfully deleted, and closing the modal will redirect you to the homepage.

Figure 18. “Delete book” button
f.

Reviews (for books)
i.

Add a review

In a book details page, users could add a review to a book if they have not written one yet. To
do this, just click the “Write a review” button (Fig. 19) to open the modal for the review form (Fig.
20). After filling out the form, click the “Submit” button to post your review.

Figure 19. “Write a review” button

Figure 20. Write review form
ii.

Delete a review

To delete a review that you have written, click the “Delete” button in your review (Fig. 21).

Figure 21. “View comments” button and “Delete” button for reviews
g. Comments (for reviews)
i.

Add a comment

To add a comment to a review, click the “View comments” button in a review (Fig. 21) first, then
type your comment in the comment field and click the “Submit” button afterwards (Fig. 22).

Figure 22. Add comment field
ii.

Edit/delete a comment

To edit or delete a comment that you have posted, just click the “Edit” or “Delete” button in your
comment (Fig. 23).

Figure 23. “Edit” button and “Delete” button for comments

h. Forums
i.

Browse forum topics

Click the “Forums” button in the navigation bar to view the “Forums” page. To filter forum topics
by category or flair, click the flair buttons below the search bar for forums (Fig. 24).

Figure 24. Flair filter buttons for forums
ii.

Search forum topics

To search for forums, simply type a word in the search option below the “Forums” header (Fig.
25). After typing your search query, you may press “Enter” on your keyboard or click the
magnifying glass button beside the search bar to submit your query. Once your search query
has been submitted, all forum topics containing the search query will be displayed (Fig. 26).

Figure 25. Search option for forums

Figure 26. Search results for the search query “book” for forums
iii.

Add a forum topic

To add a forum topic, click the “Add new topic” button beside the search bar for forums (Fig. 27).
Clicking this will open a modal containing form fields that you have to fill out (Fig. 28). After filling
out the form, click the “Submit” button on the lower right corner of the form.

Figure 27. “Add new topic” button

Figure 28. Add topic form
iv.

View a forum topic

Click on a forum topic in the “Forums” page to see the whole post, as well as the replies to it.
v.

Edit/delete a forum topic

To edit or delete a forum topic that you have posted, just click the “Edit” or “Delete” button in
your forum topic page (Fig. 29).

Figure 29. “Edit” button and “Delete” button for forum topics
i.

Replies (for forum topics)
i.

Add a reply

To add a reply to a forum post, type your reply in the reply field and click the “Submit” button
afterwards (Fig. 30).

Figure 30. Add reply field
ii.

Edit/delete a reply

To edit or delete a reply that you have posted, just click the “Edit” or “Delete” button in your reply
(Fig. 31).

Figure 31. “Edit” button and “Delete” button for replies
j.

Profile

To view your profile, click the “Profile” button in the navigation bar. To view other users’ profiles,
click on their username in reviews, comments, forum topics, or replies. In profile pages, a user’s
details and posted reviews and forum topics can be seen (Fig. 32).

Figure 32. User profile example
k. Logout
To logout of your account, just click the “Logout” button at the upper right corner of the
navigation bar (Fig. 33). Doing so would redirect you to the login page.

Figure 33. “Logout” button

Contact
If you have questions, comments, suggestions, or if you just want to say hello, feel free to send
me an email at cyceloso1@up.edu.ph.

